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Foreword

My father, Horace R. Hansen, dedicated many years to prepar-

ing the manuscript for this book before his death in 1995.

His work as chief prosecuting attorney at the trial for Nazi war crimes

at the Dachau prison camp, Germany, and his relationship with

Hitler’s chief stenographers, or recorders, provide its solid foundation.

Other primary sources include his letters home and photos taken as he

moved through Europe with U.S. replacement troops during World

War II. Horace used his legal expertise to present this firsthand view

of his experience of crimes against Jews, gypsies, political and military

prisoners, and others who did not fit the Nazis idea of a master race.

Horace hoped to publish his story so that it would not be forgot-

ten. This book is the culmination of his family and editor’s work to

fulfill that wish.

                                            —Jean Hansen Doth, 2002
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foreword to Felix Gilbert’s book Hitler Directs His War (New York:

Award Books, 1950, and subsequent reprints) based on the unburned
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records of Hitler’s war conferences (about 1 percent of the total)

found by Allen at Hintersee, Bavaria, after the war. While Gilbert ex-

tensively edited the translations of these papers, Ewald Reynitz assured

me his book is a fair representation of Hitler’s conferences.
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abling me to change the style of my writing.
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free-lance editor in St. Paul, helped prepare my manuscript for publi-

cation [and later designed the text]. We edited and repunctuated my

notes and recorded conversations to minimize repetition and increase

clarity while maintaining their tone and content.

My loving wife, Ruth, and daughter Jean Hansen Doth spent

many hours at the computer, typing my manuscript. [Daughter Gail

Tromburg later designed the cover.] Along with my son, John Chris-

tian Hansen, they supported me in my research and writing in ways

beyond counting.
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